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The Fourth Sunday in Lent
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BICENTENNIAL

Welcome to Worship at First Presbyterian Church

We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate
in the worship, service, and program life of First Pres!

Please visit the church website: www. firstpresevansville.com to stay up-to-date on our ministry and
service opportunities.

Please visit our Facebook page - First Presbyterian Church - Evansville, Indiana. We hope you'll “like”
us!

Please note that this service is being livestreamed on our website and Facebook page, and the recording
will be posted to our YouTube channel.

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD

*Let those who are able stand at this sign.

THE MUSIC FOR GATHERING

“Adagio” from Symphony No. 3 Louis Vierne
THE INTROIT
“Here On Jesus Christ I Will Stand” Kwake Yesu Nasimama

Here on Jesus Christ I will stand. He’s the solid rock of my life.

There’s no other place I can hide till the storm that rages subsides.

My voice calls from the flood, and I'm saved because of his blood.

It is not the work of my hands that has washed away all my sins.

I'm redeemed, and all of my days, Jesus Christ will be my heart’s praise.
When my days on this earth are done, and I stand at God’s holy throne,
My heart will not have any fear; in Christ’s righteousness I am here.

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP

One We are ambassadors for Christ.

All  God has entrusted to us the message of reconciliation.

One We gather as God’s beloved family to worship God and offer praise.
All  Let us join our hearts in song and in prayer.


http://www.firstpresevansville.com
https://www.facebook.com/firstpresevansville/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqQWDwSQKAdlKHf2UsMGcVQ/featured

*THE OPENING HYMN ... no. 41 Lyons/Joseph Martin Kraus
“O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” Robert Grant

O worship the King, all glorious above! O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love:
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

O tell of God’s might; O sing of God's grace, whose robe is the light, whose canopy space,
whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form; and bright is God’s path on the wings of the storm.

The earth with its store of wonders untold, Almighty, your power has founded of old;
established it fast by a changeless decree, and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea.

Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? It breathes in the air; it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills; it descends to the plain, and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

*THE CALL TO CONFESSION

*THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)

Holy God, we confess that we keep silent when we should speak.
We see iniquity and the injustices of the world,

yet are content not to call them out.
We withhold kind words, yet are quick to speak in judgment.
Forgive us, O God.
Direct the way we should go
and help us to use our voices to spread your grace and truth.

*THE SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

*THE KYRIE... no. 551 Land of Rest; arr. Richard Proulx
“Lord, Have Mercy” Traditional Liturgical Text

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.

*THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

One Happy are those whose sin is forgiven.
Be glad and rejoice, for in Christ, we are a new creation.
All  Thanks be to God!

*THE RESPONSE. . . no. 437 Wayfaring Stranger/ Appalachian Folk Melody
“You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy!” Traditional Liturgical Text

You are the Lord, giver of mercy!
You are the Christ, giver of mercy!
You are the Lord, giver of mercy!
© 1970 The Westminster Press (admin. Westminster John Knox Press)

THE WORDS OF WELCOME
The Greeting Among the People of God
The Concerns of the Church

WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS OF NEW LIFE

THE PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING



THE LESSON FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES Joshua 5:9-12

The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is
called Gilgal to this day.

While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of
the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of
the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the
land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

THE PSALM FOR THE DAY Psalm 32

One Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away.
All  Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
One  While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
All  For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
One Then I acknowledged my sin to you,
and did not conceal my guilt.
All  Isaid, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.”
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
One  Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
All  You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble,
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
One “Iwill instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.
All Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you.”
One  Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
All  Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

THE ANTHEM
“Like as the Hart” Herbert Howells

Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, so longeth my soul after thee, O God.

My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God.

When shall I come to appear before the presence of God?

My tears have been my meat day and night, while they daily say unto me, where is now thy God?

THE LESSON Luke 15:1-2, 11b-32

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the
scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

So he told them this parable: Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his
property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would
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gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But
when he came to himself he said, ‘"How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of
your hired hands.”” So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your

son.” But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe - the best one - and put it on him; put a
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;
for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and
dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, “Your brother has come,
and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” Then he became
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But
when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted
calf for him!” Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But
we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost
and has been found.””

THE SERMON Patrick Wallace
“The Prodigal of Today”

WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO A HOLY LENT

A TIME OF INTENTIONAL SILENCE

*THE HYMN ... no. 415 Restoration/Walker’s Southern Harmony
“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” Joseph Hart

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love, and power.

I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms.

In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms.

Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome; God’s free bounty glorify,
true belief and true repentance, every grace that brings you nigh.
I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms.

In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms.

Come, ye weary, heavy laden, lost and ruined by the fall;

if you tarry till you're better, you will never come at all.

I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms.

In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms.

Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream;
all the fitness he requireth is to feel your need of him.

I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms.

In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms.



*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison)

The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of humankind. His cross and
resurrection become personal crisis and present hope for women and men when the gospel is
proclaimed and believed. In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to all, moves people
to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and initiates the new life in Christ.

- from The Confession of 1967 Presbyterian Church (USA)

THE MORNING OFFERING
The Invitation to the Offering

The Offertory
You may send a check to the church office, or give online at http://firstpresevansville.com/giving/

*The Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings . . . no. 606 Old Hundredth
“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” Thomas Ken

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Prayer of Dedication

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Spoken Prayers
The Silent Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD AND NEIGHBOR

*THE CLOSING HYMN ... . no. 692 Wild Mountain Thyme/Irish Melody
“Spirit, Open My Heart” Ruth Duck

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.

As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving Spirit, open my heart.
God, replace my stony heart with a heart that’s kind and tender.

In all my coldness and fear to your grace I now surrender.

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.

As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving Spirit, open my heart.
Write your love upon my heart as my law, my goal, my story.

In each thought, word, and deed, may my living bring you glory.

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.

As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving Spirit, open my heart.
May I weep with those who weep; share the joy of sister, brother.

In the welcome of Christ, may we welcome one another.

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.

As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving Spirit, open my heart.
© 1996 The Pilgrim Press

THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION


https://firstpresevansville.ccbchurch.com/goto/giving

THE CHORAL RESPONSE
“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” John Rutter

The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.

THE POSTLUDE

Leading worship this morning:

Guest Preacher Patrick Wallace
Liturgist Barbara Josenhans
Director of Music  Robert Nicholls
The Choir of First Presbyterian Church

The rose on the table today is given to the glory of God and in celebration of the birth of Charles Daniel
William Frasso, son of Emily and Charlie Frasso, grandson of Sue and Dan Korb, and great-grandson of
Douglass and Dan Korb, Sr.

We welcome and thank Patrick Wallace for joining our worship today. Patrick is a chaplain at Deaconess
Henderson Hospital, married to wife Andrea, and has two sons, Asher and Cohen. He is a member of First
Presbyterian Church in Owensboro, KY and an inquirer in the Western Kentucky Presbytery. Patrick enjoys
studying and writing on the intersection of faith and disability.

Some materials in this service bulletin are reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-702939; others are under CCLI Licenses #1419649
and #20550012. All rights reserved.

Happening at First Presbyterian Church

First Pres is grateful to be able to continue in-person worship. If you're joining us in-person, please wear a
mask, use sanitizer, and maintain social distancing. We ask everyone to wear masks so that those who are
unable to be vaccinated are protected while we are together.

Robert Nicholls and friends present a concert of Baroque chamber music next Sunday, April 3 at 4:00 p.m. in
the Sanctuary. Robert will open the program with ].S. Bach’s Trio Sonata No.1 in Eb major, BWV 525, for organ
solo. Leanne Hampton will join Robert at the harpsichord for ].S. Bach’s Sonata for Flute in G minor, BWV 1020.
Lastly, Elizabeth Robertson, Oboe, and Graham Cullen, Cello, join Robert and Leanne for Joachim Quantz’s
Trio in C. All of pieces are trios as we celebrate entering our third century of ministry! Join us for an afternoon
of sonic beauty as we experience the healing power of live music together.

The Music Department’s annual Bake Sale is Palm Sunday, April 10! Your favorites will be waiting: coffee
cakes, pies, cheesecake, quarts of frozen soups, cupcakes, and, of course, cookies! Purchase early, purchase
often! Thank you for helping our musicians experience Summer Church Music Camps.

Some people give up favorite foods for Lent. How about providing food for someone who is hungry instead?
The Mission Committee has arranged for First Pres to be the regular provider of lunch for the guests of
United Caring Services on the second Friday of each month. Our next day during lent is Friday, April 8.

You can be of service without needing to enter UCS or work on a serving line. The Mission Committee has
funds available to reimburse your costs. They can also suggest menus or shopping lists if you're uncertain
about how to get started. Contact Mission Committee chair Ronda Hurt [(812) 202-9961 or
ronda2265@gmail.com] to volunteer or for more information.
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mailto:ronda2265@gmail.com?subject=UCS
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/a?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWPr3XBJM9MusYa6_jI288zF86iL-GZ3dE8udEqy6XA-gdZ6j16ZJnBlSYDKaaGJ9dKDlRSf_cZ_DUFCYL03rRW_-ooQHD8hXRlVmj9ywgEAEmQApe33qvse4g0q9yAgMHGhATU89d3f4necmOB8HPBMAH67nxTEQw1G3TkK8aGAaV3dRgp7Ty71sF1LfS2Wdw&__t

Weekly Calendar
Elder of the Week: [ill Griffin

Sunday, March 27 4:45 p.m. Handbells and Handchimes
Daily Reading: Psalm 32 5:45 p.m. Chorister Rehearsal
7:30 a.m. Band Rehearsal
8:30 a.m. Wide Awake Worship Wednesday, March 30
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Daily Reading: John 6:27-40
9:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Thursday, March 31
1:30 p.m. Bible Bunch (online) Daily Reading: John 6:41-51
6:30 p.m. First Light 4:00 p.m. Choir Beginners

4:45 p.m. Chorister Rehearsal

Monday, March 28 6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Daily Reading: John 6:1-15
Friday, April 1

Tuesday, March 29 Daily Reading: John 6:52-59
Daily Reading: John 6:16-27
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting Saturday, April 2
3:45 p.m. Choir Teens Daily Reading: John 6:60-71

One Great Hour of Sharing connects us to work for a
better world with the people advancing the causes of
justice, resilience, and sustainability.

We connect with the Resource Center
Matamoros at the Southern Border
of the United States that accompanies

RERS;». \
REACH -,

— lsaiah 58

our neighbors who are seeking asylum
due to economic problems, violence

and corruption in their own country.

We connect with the Civil
Society Coalition for Poverty
Eradication in Northern
Nigeria, where cycles of
conflict and food security are

a tragic reality.

We connect with the
Multicultural Alliance for a Safe
Environment in Albuquerque to

halt environmental degradation

ANCE FOR A SAFE ENVIRONMENT

and its impact on the people of
the Navajo Nation, by assisting
in a collaborative effort to
secure access to clean water.

PROVIDING RELIEF FROM
NATURAL DISASTERS,
FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY,
AND SUPPORT FOR THE - - Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our
POOR AND OPPRESSED. M L neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief from natural

s . disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor and oppressed.
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This Lenten season, please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing.

Thanks to your heartfelt gifts, One Great Hour of Sharing WAYS TO GIVE —
currently supports projects in over 100 countries. 4 Through your congregation
IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT! # Bonsiehyeiedieasionlineal

pcusa.org/give-oghs

To learn more about how your gift to One Great Hour of Sharing 4= Text OGHS to 91999 to give
makes a difference, visit pcusa.org/oghs




