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Happy New Year! No, we didn't jump ahead - this Sunday marks
the first day in the new church year. We start anew with the
season of Advent: the four Sundays prior to Christmas Day.
Advent is a time of waiting and preparing, and we will be busy
decorating the building for the season after this Sunday’s 10:30
service. If you like putting up Christmas decorations, plan to
stay (or return) and help with the hanging of the greens!

Join us Sunday in person or online! Live Stream links and
bulletins are available on the First Pres website.

All First Pres LGBTQ folks (including LGBTQ friends of FPC) are
invited to the home of Scott Wylie at 900 Colony Drive, Evansville
for lunch on Sunday, December 7. Join us for a meal and
conversation. For more information or to RSVP, contact Rev.
Jerusha (jerusha@fpcevv.com).

Presbyterian Women will present their annual Green Tea on Sunday, December 14,
after both services. There will be sweet treats as well as somewhat healthier options,
along with green tea and PW'’s famous coffee ice cream punch.

The real green in the Green Tea is the financial contributions PW hopes you will make
this year to Evansville’s Immigrant Welcome and Resource Center.

The still relatively new Center (established in
May 2024) connects recent immigrants and new
Americans with services, employers and schools.
They offer English language classes; after-school
and camp programs for children and youth; legal
consultations; and a New Americans Academy.
They also present cultural competency training @ @
for businesses and organizations interested in
employing or serving immigrants.
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An exciting current need at the Center is for funds to supplement a grant that will help
purchase a van to be used for transporting children and parents to medical
appointments and school meetings.

Come on December 14 to enjoy some fellowship, learn more about the Immigrant
Welcome and Resource Center (https://www.evvimmigrantwelcomecenter.com/), and
help them achieve a dream.

We are looking forward to welcoming Evelyn Rohrbach from the 1U
Jacobs School of Music to play for our December First Friday Recital
next Friday, December 5 at 7:00 p.m. This is Evelyn’s second First
Friday appearance, having graced the Fisk organ bench in March of
2024. Invite your friends, family, and co-workers to start next
weekend downtown with wonderful music!

Thank you to everyone who has turned in a pledge as
part of our Hope for Our Future campaign! We have
received about half of the number of pledges as in
previous years, and we are more than halfway to our
goal of $2.5 million over three years. We are
gratefully excited by your faithful generosity!
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And if you haven't yet turned in a pledge - there’s still time! You can put your
completed card in Sunday’s offering plate, mail it to the church, contact Lora in the
church office, or fill out an electronic pledge card HERE. Thank You!

Feed Evansville invites you to volunteer with our various hunger relief efforts. Our
mission is to help eradicate food insecurity in the Tri-State area and beyond.

They are seeking volunteers to assist with tasks such as food distribution, fundraising,
and outreach. As a volunteer, you will make a real difference in the lives of those who
struggle to put food on the table. Additionally, you will have the opportunity to gain
new skills and to network with other volunteers and community members.

Please use this link to see all of Feed
Evansville’s volunteer opportunities:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
g0/10C054DA5AF2BA3FECA43-
58516368-longest#/

Join Rev. Jerusha in a yearlong quest for spiritual formation, :
reorientation, and activation by participating in weekly conversation  BRIAN D, McLARE!
groups based around Brian McLaren's book We Make the Road by
Walking. Hybrid (in-person + online) groups meet on Sundays at 9:30
a.m. and Wednesdays at Noon and 7:00 p.m. Please note: the
Wednesday sessions will not meet the week of Thanksgiving. (Zoom
links are on the church website). Books ($11) are available in the e o
church office (and on Kindle and Hoopla), and you can drop in/out as o
your schedule allows.

o for Gail Riecken and family, as Ron deals with severe back pain and Katie deals
with blook pressure issues, both of whom received hospital care last week;
e for one anxious about the details of a trip home;
e for all the kidnapped children and families in Nigeria;
e for those as they travel for the holidays;
o for Kelly, diagnosed with lung cancer;
e for Karol, receiving a hip replacement;
e for David, receiving ICU care for an unknown illness;
e for aging parents, who feel much of their familiar life
receding - may they feel the love that still surrounds them
and the peace of a life well-lived;
o for those without food, family, or experiencing loss during
the holidays;
¢ for students who experience gun violence and are still expected to come to school;
o for families who experience loss due to gun violence;
o for daughter Karen, that she have a speedy recovery from hand surgery;
e for those struggling with medical issues of all varieties;
e for emotional strength in times of stress;
e in gratitude for time with family.

As we begin a new year, we share with you a
different resource for daily readings. The link below
will take you to the PC(USA)'s website, which offers
multiple readings for every day. The readings that
you will see immediately when you click the link will
be for the current day, but you can pick readings for w.
a specific day, print out readings, and sign up for a
daily email of lectionary readings.

https://pcusa.org/daily/devotion

Items to be considered for inclusion in Connect should be submitted
to the church office by the Wednesday prior to publication.
Please contact the church office at 812-423-6297 or
firstpres@fpcevv.com with comments, questions, or to unsubscribe.
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