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Welcome to Worship 
  

We are grateful for your presence and welcome you 
to participate in all First Pres has to offer! 

   
New here? If you are here in Fellowship Hall, you’ll see orange and yellow papers near you 

on the table. If you have joys or prayer concerns to share with the congregation during 
today’s service, please fill out an orange prayer card. Ushers collect the orange cards when 
we share the Peace of Christ. The yellow slips of paper are to let us know you are here. We 
hope everyone will fill out their name(s) and any information you’d like us to have. Please 
place the yellow slips in the offering plate when it is passed later in the service. 

 

Children are always welcome in worship with their people! Just outside the door, there is a 
cart with books, activities etc. for children - feel free to pick up anything that looks 
interesting - then return the books and crayons to the cart after worship. 

 

Please note: our worship services are live streamed and available on Facebook and YouTube. 
For more information please visit fpcevv.com.  

 

Following worship, you are invited to stay for refreshments and conversation in the parlor. 

First Presbyterian Church in Evansville, Indiana, is called 
to embody God’s love, made known in Jesus Christ, in life-giving ways, 

and to engage with God in transforming lives, communities, and institutions 
to reflect God’s goodness. 

 

As a community of open-hearted disciples, we covenant to support and 
encourage one another as we explore God’s grace on our journey of faith.  

 
Convinced of God’s Grace and Love, 

we affirm that there can be no exclusiveness in the worship of Christ. 
 

We welcome all regardless of race, ethnic heritage, national origin, age, 
gender, marital status, sexual orientation, ability, or socio-economic standing. 

We encourage the full participation of all in the life of our congregation. 

September 6, 2026        The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost       8:30 a.m. 

https://fpcevv.com/
https://fpcevv.com/worship-services/
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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

GATHERING 
 
*YOU MAY RISE IN BODY OR SPIRIT. 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE PRINTED IN BOLD. 
 
GATHERING MUSIC 
 
GREETING AND WELCOME 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
 

Praise the Lord. 
Sing to the Lord a new song. 
Praise the Lord. 
Praise with tambourines and with dance. 
Praise the Lord. 
Praise with full voices and open hearts.  
Praise the Lord. 
Let all the children of God rejoice together! Amen. 
 

Let us worship God! 
 
*SONG 
 “Wake Up, Sleeper, Arise”             Handt Hanson 

© 1991 Prince of Peace Publishing, Inc. 
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DEDICATION OF MUSICIANS 
 

To our musicians: 
Have you heard God’s call to sing, ring, and play in celebration of all that God has done? 

We have. 
Will you give yourself to the important work of preparing music for the worship of God? 

We will. 
Will you seek to lead God’s people in giving glory and honor to God alone? We will. 
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in music and will you take instruction and 

critique from your director? We will. 
To the congregation: 

Do you, the members of this congregation, accept the leadership of these musicians and will 
you pray for them, encourage them, and be grateful for their contributions?  

 We do and we will. 
 

DEDICATION OF LITURGISTS, GREETERS, AND USHERS 
 

To those who serve: 
Have you heard God’s call to light candles, greet worshippers, receive offerings, serve 

communion, or to read liturgy and scripture in celebration of all that God has done? 
 We have. 
Will you give yourself to the important work of being present and prepared to serve the 

congregation as we gather for the worship of God? We will. 
Through your service, will you seek to lead God’s people in giving glory and honor to God 

alone? We will. 
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in service and will you take guidance and 

direction from your leaders and ministers? We will. 
To the congregation: 

Do you, the members of this congregation, accept the leadership of these acolytes, greeters, 
ushers, and liturgists and will you pray for them, encourage them, and be grateful for their 
contributions? We do and we will. 

 
DEDICATION OF EDUCATORS 

 

To our educators: 
Have you heard God’s call to serve in the ministry of education and spiritual formation of 

this congregation? We have. 
Will you give yourself to the important work of preparation to serve in these ministries? 
  We will. 
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in service, collaborating with them in this work, 

and will you take guidance and direction from your leaders and ministers? We will. 
To the congregation: 

Do you, the members of this congregation, accept the leadership of these called to the 
ministry of education and spiritual formation and will you pray for them, encourage them, 
and be grateful for their contributions ? We do and we will. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

 ...that in your service they may grow in faith, hope, and love.  Amen. 
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*CALL TO CONFESSION . . . no. 695          Change My Heart 
 “Change My Heart, O God”             Eddie Espinosa 
 

Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 
You are the Potter; I am the clay. Mold me and make me; this is what I pray. 
 

© 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing 

 
*CONFESSION AND PARDON 
 

God, you are loving and just. Forgive us when we do not care for all of creation 
and when we do not care for one another. Guide us when things are unfair 
so we can learn what your justice means and share your love on earth. 
- silence is kept - 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

…In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  And also with you.  
Let us share the Peace of Christ! 
 

There are many ways to share signs of peace with one another. You may cross your hands across your chest or hold your 
hands together in front of you if you’d rather not shake hands or hug. Please ask before assuming that the person you are 
greeting wants a hug or handshake. Smiles are always appropriate as we share signs of peace. 
 

- USHERS WILL COLLECT THE ORANGE PRAYER CARDS DURING THE SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST. - 
 
 

WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

…through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 PSALM              Psalm 119:33-40 
 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the end. Give me 
understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart. Lead me in 
the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. Turn my heart to your decrees and not 
to selfish gain; be gracious to me according to your word. Confirm to your servant your 
promise, which is for those who fear you. Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your 
ordinances are good. See, I have longed for your precepts; in your righteousness be gracious 
to me.  Amen. 
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HYMN . . . no. 203               Chereponi; Ghanian folk melody 
  “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”               Tom Colvin 
 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, 
 Master who acts as a slave to them. 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race; 
 neighbors are near us and far away. 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

These are the ones we should serve; these are the ones we should love; 
 all these are neighbors to us and you. 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

Loving puts us on our knees, willing to wash others’ feet; 
 this is the way we should live like you. 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

 

© 1969, Hope Publishing Co.  
 

EPISTLE            Romans 13:8-12a 
  

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not 
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to 
a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, 
how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now 
than when we became believers; the night is far gone; the day is near. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL           Matthew 18:15-20 
 

“If your brother and sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you 
are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, 
take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
SERMON                 Wake Up and Pay Attention 

 
- SILENCE FOR REFLECTION - 
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God: 
 who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, 
  the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, 
 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 
 to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, 
 to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

 

- A New Creed, The United Church in Canada 
 
*SONG 
 “Awake, O Sleeper”          Francis Patrick O’Brian 

Rise from the darkness; wake from the night. Welcome the splendor of day. 
Live as God’s children; live in the light. Go, prepare God’s way.  Refrain 
 

Come let us go to the house of the Lord; all people together give praise. 
Learn from the one who is justice and truth: follow in God’s ways.  Refrain 
 

Who can fortell the return of the Lord? Who knows the day or the hour? 
Ready your hearts for the One who is love, coming in his power.  Refrain           ©2001 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

 …through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 
OFFERING 
 CALL TO GIVING 
  You may send a check to the church office, or give online at fpcevv.com/giving,  or text “GIVE” to 833-921-6520. 
 

  Let us offer our lives to the Lord. 
 

https://firstpresevansville.ccbchurch.com/goto/giving/public
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 OFFERTORY SONG OF DEDICATION 
 “Where Your Treasure Is”              Marty Haugen 

What do you gain from all your worry, what you should eat or what to wear? 
There is no peace in stress or hurry. Do you not know that you are held within God’s care?  Refrain 
 

© 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
- thanksgiving continues -  
...we join the ancient and eternal hymn: 
 

RESPONSE . . . no. 552            Land of Rest; American Folk 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

- thanksgiving continues - 
...great is the mystery of our faith: 
 

RESPONSE . . . no. 553            Land of Rest; American Folk 
 

 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

- thanksgiving continues - 
...all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
 

RESPONSE . . . no. 554            Land of Rest; American Folk 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

 ...The gifts of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  

 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

You are invited to come forward to receive the bread and cup. 
Ushers will bring the bread and cup to those who are more comfortable remaining in their seats. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

….of all those who are hungry. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

*HYMN 
 “City of God”           Daniel L. Schutte 

©1981 Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music 

 
INVITATION TO MINISTRY AND MISSION 
 
BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

...and the song of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Alleluia! 

...rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 



Leading worship this morning: 
 

 Pastor Mary Beth McCandless 
 Liturgist Jingle Hagey 
 Director of Music Robert Nicholls 
 Wide Awake Band Tony Aiken, Bri Alley, Mack Gramooré, Matt O’Neill 
 Audio Blake Foerster-Daniels 
 Visual Finch Parker 
 
 
Liturgy for worship has been adapted from the Presbyterian Association of Musicians Child of Blessing resource and the Presbyterian Church (USA) Book of Common Worship. Used with 
Permission.  Some materials in this service bulletin are reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-702939; others are under CCLI Licenses #1419649 and #20550012.  All rights 
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*SENDING SONG 
 “Dance with the Spirit”               Jim Strathdee 

© 1995 Desert Flower Music 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FOneLicense.net%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0OGnCFHruhfUF-fglckBmM3EZrGzrX9tkMjLINMxHc33vKY_ng8QMkOLQ&h=AT1nNWPD_YUnGhr7bnZgroBOOtOg6lXrNpY1rZDAY-I52Z5cnMsX6f5nYHSUV0hUFXCLYJk47LvGEBJqifs6HA0YJymhf7yIf4s-TcaiIxyMVHvYik7RqLrBKU
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/a?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWPr3XBJM9MusYa6_jI288zF86iL-GZ3dE8udEqy6XA-gdZ6j16ZJnBlSYDKaaGJ9dKDlRSf_cZ_DUFCYL03rRW_-ooQHD8hXRlVmj9ywgEAEmQApe33qvse4g0q9yAgMHGhATU89d3f4necmOB8HPBMAH67nxTEQw1G3TkK8aGAaV3dRgp7Ty71sF1LfS2Wdw&__t


Happening at First Presbyterian Church 
 
Join Gail Riecken and the crew in providing lunch for our neighbors at United Caring Services 
on the second Monday of the month.  The UCS kitchen is quite small, so for September, we will 
prepare casseroles ahead of time at First Pres.  If you need more information, or would like to 
help next Saturday, September 12 or Sunday, September 13, please be in touch with Gail by 
making a note on your yellow worship form, or contacting Gail at 812-550-2328.  Thank you! 
 
Evening Prayer returns next Sunday, September 13.  Join Rev. Jerusha in the courtyard (weather 
permitting!) for a time of fellowship and s’mores starting at 6:15 p.m., followed by a brief service 
of evening prayer at 6:45 p.m.  
 
Book Group at First Pres meets next on Monday, September 14, 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Room 105. 
A Zoom option is available; contact Francie Hubbard to learn how to sign in.  The group will 
discuss The Backyard Bird Chronicles written and illustrated by Amy Tan. Begun in earnest in 
2016, Tan’s scrutiny, speculation, and delight in the birds visiting her feeders and water bowls 
are recorded in this witty and stunningly illustrated journal. 
 
Presbyterian Women welcome all to join them in monthly Bible Study!  Meeting on the third 
Wednesday of the month, participants are invited to bring their lunch to room 105 in the 
education wing at 11:30 a.m. for food and fellowship, with Bible study beginning at Noon.  
United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other, studying 1st Corinthians, will run monthly through 
the school year.  Come as often as you are able starting on September 16! 
 
The Mission Committee invites you to lunch with them!  Bring your lunch (beverages provided) 
on Monday, September 21 at 11:30 a.m. for an informative presentation by Elizabeth Arnold, 
Director of Outpatient Services at Southwestern Behavioral Healthcare, as she shares how 
Southwestern is making a difference in the lives of individuals and families throughout our 
community. Learn about the mental health services that Southwestern provides, the impact of the 
Friends of Mental Health program in supporting quality care, and what it means to have a 
Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC) in the area. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to gain insight into available resources and reduce stigma surrounding mental health. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Southwestern Indiana is holding A Get Out The Vote (GOTV) 
postcard writing party on Saturday, September 19 in First Presbyterian’s Fellowship Hall from 
9:00 a.m. to noon. Come and write a postcard inviting others to vote in this election. This is a 
non-partisan event and is intended to reach those who have historically not cast a ballot. 
Postcards, pens, and postage will be provided. There will be suggested scripts to write, or you can 
use your own message. Come for the entire time or just drop in for the amount of time that 
works for you. 
 
We will celebrate the annual Blessing of the Animals service on Sunday, September 27 at both 
morning services!  This year, we are also offering an opportunity to have your animal companion 
photographed with Santa!  Those wishing a photo are asked to bring a pet food item to be 
donated to the food pantry at Patchwork Central. 
 
 

mailto:francie@myhubbards.com?subject=BookGroup


609 South East Second Street 
Evansville, IN  47713  

(812) 423-6297 
www.fpcevv.com 

 
First Presbyterian Church  

is a partner congregation with the 
Covenant Network of Presbyterians 
and with More Light Presbyterians. 

First Presbyterian Church Staff:  

Lora Blaylock  
Church Administrator  

 

Gary Harper  
Church Caretaker  

 

Finch Parker  
Technology Coordinator  

Rev. Mary Beth McCandless 
Senior Pastor, Head of Staff 

 

Rev. Jerusha Van Camp 
Minister of Spiritual Formation and Connection  

 

Robert Nicholls  
Director of Music  

 

Bri Alley  
Music Support Assistant 

Weekly Calendar 
  

Sunday, September 6 
 7:30 a.m. Band Rehearsal 
 8:30 a.m. Wide Awake Worship 
 9:15 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
  Choir Rehearsal 
 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 
  
Monday, September 7 Labor Day 
 Church Office Closed 
 
Tuesday, September 8 
 11:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 3:45 p.m. Teen Rehearsal 
 4:45 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 
 5:45 p.m. Chorister Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday, September 9 
 3:15 p.m. Chorister Rehearsal 
 5:30 p.m. Finance Committee 
 
Thursday, September 10 
 4:00 p.m. Choir Beginners 
 5;00 pm. Chorister Rehearsal 
 6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, September 11 
 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, September 12 


